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On March 11 and 14, the government's statistics agency (Instituto Nacional de Estadistica,
Geografia e Informatica- INEGI) released reports on final results of the 1990 census. Highlights
are summarized below. * The nation's population in 1990 totaled 81.3 million. * Urban residents
accounted for 71.3% (58 million) of the total, and rural residents, 28% (23 million). * Over half
of the population is under 19 years old. * The ratio of women to men is 104:100. * Over 5 million
Mexicans speak an indigenous language. * The labor force is estimated at 24 million, or 29.5% of the
population. * Over 40% of the nation's population, 33.6 million people, reside in the Federal District
(8.2 million), and the states of Mexico (9.8 million); Veracruz (6.2 million); Jalisco (5.3 million); and,
Puebla (4.1 million). * Twenty-five percent of the population resides in Mexico City, Guadalajara
and Monterrey. * The least populous states are Baja California Sur (318,000); Colima (429,000);
Quintana Roo (493,000); and, Campeche (535,000). The four states together account for 2.2% of the
national population. * On marital status (12 years of age and older): 46% formally married; 7%
consensual unions ("union libre"); 41% single; and 6% separated, divorced or widowed. * A total
of 23 million Mexicans are illiterate. * The annual population growth rate is 2.3%. * In the past 30
years, the population of Mexico City has increased by a factor of seven. At present, residents of the
capital city encompassing 27 municipalities number 18 million. * Population density nationwide is
41 inhabitants per square kilometer, and in Mexico City, 5,494 per sq.km. * Of a total 16.2 million
housing units in the country, 1.8 million are in Mexico City. Of all housing units, 6.5% consist of only
one room. * Statistics indicate that crowding in Mexico City has convinced hundreds of thousands
of people to move. Principal destinations are Queretaro, Guanajuato, Aguascalientes and Tlaxcala
states. (Source: Spanish news service EFE, 03/11/92, 03/14/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

